
Chapter 17 Projects March, 2008 8th grade

Chapter 17 will be explored in a variety of ways listed below:
1. You will present a trifold display based on the lesson you have been assigned.  
2. Workbook pages 17.1, 17.2, & 17.4 will be completed for homework.
3. Vocabulary terms will be given for you to memorize.
4. Human Bingo will be played with those terms.
5. Essay questions will be assigned.
6. Chapter 17 Test.

You will have a variety of ways to show your knowledge!

******************************************************************************

Timetable:  (written work may be turned in early)
1. Peer checking will take place on 4/2.  All boards must be ready by this date.  Any 

boards that are not ready by this date will have points deducted from the 
presentation.

2. Thursday, 4/3 will be allotted to fixing boards.
3. Presentations will begin 4/4 and be completed by 4/9. (30 pts)
4. All workbook pages due 4/4.  (point value varies by page)
5. Vocabulary game 4/10.
6. Essays due 4/10.  (20 points)
7. Ch 17 Test 4/11.  (100 points)
8. Cake party ?  4/14

Some deadlines may change due to snow days, or, if the project is proceeding at a faster 
rate, the deadlines may be moved up.

NOTE:  Presentation grades will start at “C” and will 
increase in value only if the project deserves it.  Average 
effort will receive the average grade.  At least 20 
students must receive a B or higher and no student may 
earn less than a C- for the class to enjoy a cake party.



******************************************************************************
You will be assigned a topic from the four in chapter 17.  You will decide a creative way to 
‘teach’ it to the class by creating a display on a trifold board.  You will have some class time 
to work on this, but you must also do work at home.  The four topics are:

Manifest Destiny Lesson 1
Mexican War Lesson 2
Settlers West Lesson 3
Gold Rush Lesson 4
 

VOCABULARY TERMS

Joseph Smith prospect Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
James Marshall Polk & Clay Zachary Taylor
Manifest Destiny Bear Flag Revolt Nicholas Trist
Brigham Young Mexican Session Andrew Jackson
Stephen Kearney Mormons California Mining Camps
James Polk forty-niners John O’Sullivan
Gadsen Purchase Cerro Gordo Invasion of Veracruz
Mormon Trail Salt Lake City California Gold Rush

Essay Questions
Answer the following questions as completely as you can.  Remember to use complete 
sentences and paragraph form.

1.  Under what conditions does Thoreau support breaking the law?

2.  Why did the United States declare war against Mexico?

3.  What territory did the United States acquire as a result of the Mexican Cession and the 
Gadsden Purchase?

4.  How did some Americans support the Mexican War?



All presentations must hold the class’  interest and be followed by a review to check the 
students’  knowledge.

Presentation and Essay Question Rubrics will be given to you.

NOTE:  Points will be deducted for off-task behavior or failure to 
meet deadlines.  Again, all work is assumed to be a “C” unless 
you prove differently!  This is a chance to show what you can do 
on  your own!


